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"In these times, libraries and
librarians are my bright spots,
and we have the very best of both."

Awarded Five-Star Rating
2020 Library Journal
Index of Public Library Service

Ranked 10th in the nation for usage per capita compared to
libraries of similar size in the 2020 Library Journal Index.
The ranking is a testament to the community's commitment to
education and lifelong learning.

LIBRARY VISITS LOOKED
DIFFERENT

249% increase in virtual visits to both the
library’s website and mobile app

DIGITAL RESOURCE USE
SOARED

14% climb in eBook and eAudiobook
circulation, continuing a 5-year double digit
upward trend

539% spike in use of digital resources like
Ancestry, Lynda.com, NYT Online, Kanopy,
and Hoopla

PATRONS EMBRACED VIRTUAL
LEARNING

Wright Library suspended in-person services
on March 14. Two days later, the library
launched virtual programs.

250 patrons per week participated in
library programs

TAXPAYERS REAP STRONG
RETURN ON INVESTMENT

For every $1.00 spent, the total
economic benefit was $5.04

A LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

During the spring 2020 shutdown, Wright Library rallied to
continue its mission and adapted quickly to meet the community's
needs by:

* Circulating materials safely through material quarantines,
curbside pick up, and contactless returns

* Offering virtual programs for all ages to continue our mission to
promote lifelong learning

* Assisting patrons by phone and email to connect with expanded
digital collections and to apply for eCards

* Helping residents exercise their right to vote by placing absentee
ballot applications outside the library

* Using grant funds to expand public Wi-Fi to the entire library
campus, allowing users to connect from their cars and lending
laptops for those without devices

While the library adapted daily to the needs of the community, it
was also planning for the future. A $1.5 million capital campaign
was launched to leverage new levy funds so work could begin

on the “Next Chapter” renovation, a $5 million project that will
transform the library’s learning spaces while enhancing its beloved
historic feel.

When at last the library re-opened the building in June 2020, a
local band played on the lawn to celebrate as a line snaked down
the walkway, reminding us of the purpose and value of a library in
the center of a community.

We thank you for your gracious support this year and for the
opportunity to serve this wonderful community. We are looking
forward to a strong, healthy future.

Kristi Hale LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Joe Fulford, Presipent
Randale J. Honaker Ill, Vice Presipent

ADMINISTRATION Lu Ann Stanley, Secrerary

Kristi Hale, Director Darrell Crowe
Mary Hopton, FiscaL Orricer Bob Eling

Jennifer Enseleit
Josh Lounsbury



MEETING PARENT AND STUDENT
NEEDS DURING THE PANDEMIC

When students were sent home for virtual learning in March,
many parents called on the library for help. The library's team
of childhood literacy experts responded by hosting virtual
meetings for parents, creating new programs for kids at home,
and providing book and lesson suggestions for families new to
homeschooling.

Throughout the year, the Wright Library team learned new
methods for connecting with families, serving diverse needs, and
providing a variety of individualized services to patrons.

"Serving young readers during the pandemic has been both
challenging and rewarding," said Youth Services Coordinator
Jacqui Taylor. "I miss the way things used to be, but we're
working to make every day excellently educational for
Oakwood’s young learners."

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

Book Buddies paired teen volunteers
with young readers for virtual or masked
in-person reading sessions, with the goal
to keep kids reading during the summer,
especially after COVID-19 disrupted
learning for many. Teens and kids met
online, in driveways, on park benches,
and on porches to make meaningful
connections, read together, and foster a
love of reading.

"My son is eager to read to his buddy and
enjoys the conversations they have about
the books. His love for reading has grown
exponentially through this program."

"The community's support has
always been the cornerstone

of Wright Library."

AN INVESTMENT IN LIFELONG
LEARNING

The Oakwood community cast a vote of confidence in Wright
Library’s future in 2020, approving the first tax increase in a
decade for the library. The 1.5 mill operating levy not only
strengthened the library’s financial status, it gave wings to a
project to revitalize the building for the coming decades.

Thanks to this support, the library's "Next Chapter" renovation is
underway. It will include:

* Improved accessibility, including ADA-compliant bathroom
upgrades and new park entrance

* Innovate spaces for
children and teens

* A new tech-enabled
community room

* Separate computer areas
for adults, teens, and
children

* Infrastructure repairs

FINANCIAL HEALTH

Wright Library has a long legacy of conservative fiscal
management, and it quickly responded to the negative impact
of COVID-19 on state and other funding. The 2020 budget was
reduced by 5% and the Wright Library Foundation provided
an essential economic recovery grant of $48,000 to support
operations. An additional $28,000 in grants were received to
help offset costs of operating safely during the pandemic.

The library finished 2020 with general fund revenues of
$1,958,856, and expenditures of $1,714,709.

The additional 1.5 mill levy passed in 2020 is projected to
maintain library operations over the next 10 years.
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2020 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN DONORS

LAUREATE $1000 & ABOVE
Michael and Karen Armstrong
Thomas K. Corwin

Dorothy Koch Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher H. Jones (in
honor of Brody and Zoey)

Keith N. Browning Family Foundation
Barbara O’Hara

Jim and Jan Runkle

Jan and Steve Scheid

Cedric M. Warren

Alice K. Young

NOBEL $500 - $999

Tracy Bieser

Linda and Dan Deitz

Susan Elliott and Merle Wilberding
John and Sara Grafton

Mark Harman

Terri and Ken Hemmelgarn
Nicholas and Christina Heppner
Randy and Amy Honaker

Madeline Iseli and Robb Drumheller (in
honor of Judy Cook)

Kirk and Beverly Johnsen

The Kawai Family

Lockwood Family Foundation
Burnell and Karen Roberts

Edward L. Shank

Gloria R. Smith

Lu Ann and Steve Stanley

Marjo van Patten

Kathy Webb and Steve Zabarnick

PULITZER $250 - $499

Cheri Adams

The Benton Family

Rick and Marlene Carlile

Sonia and Rick Davila

Bob Eling and Laura Enzbrenner
John and Julie Ferneding (in honor of
Dave Flory)

Joe and Leigh Ann Fulford

Richard Grigsby

Bob Guehl and Karen Bartley

Glenn and Lynda Hamilton

Ellen and Jeff Ireland

Jessup Wealth Management

Josh and Rose Lounsbury

David and Ann Marquis (in memory of
Donald Oehlerts)

Drs. Jacqueline and Steven Miller and
Family

Georgiana C. Nye (in memory

of Marguerite Nye)

Jesse A. and Lucy C. Perez

Don R. Prizler (in memory of Ellene)
William J. Roess (in memory

of Rebecca Roess)

Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Spitzmiller

Bonney and Chris Walther

Visit wrightlibrary.org/
foundation to learn how
gifts to the Foundation
support lifelong learning
in the heart of Oakwood.

Wright Library Poets (in memory
of Jim Hughes)

NEWBERY $100 - $249

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Almoney
Martha Amongero

Sonia Arnold

Linda Barney and Janet Zak
Parker and Valerie Bedsole

Diane and John Bengson (in memory
of Nancy Pinard, author and beloved
friend)

Larry and Jo Bilderback

Claudia Birch

The Bisek Family

Evelyn J. Boettcher

and Aaron P. Nielsen

George and Pat Bohlen

Alisa Busche

James and Krista Caley

Annie Callaway Davis

Pat and Pam Carroll (in memory
of Nicoletta Thompson)

Patty and Michael Caruso and Family
(in honor of 2020 OHS graduation
of Samuel Caruso and

2020 Miami University graduation
of Julia Caruso)

Matthew and Tara Cavo

Amy and Cheryl Cleverly

Becky Cochran

Commuter Advertising, Inc.

Rob Connelly

ec Corley

Allison Cowan

Michael and Mary Crockett (in
memory of C. William Hager)

The Crowe Family

Robert Curry

Anita and Harry Delaney

David and Stephanie Dickerson
Nancy Drozd (in memory

of Don Drozd)

Frederick L. Dudding and Reverend
Kay A. Davis-Dudding

Empowered Mathematics, LLC

The Enseleits

Cathy Fain (in memory

of Dorothy W. Smith)

The Ferrara Family

The Fillmore family

Virginia Foell (in memory

of David Foell)

Brenda and Eric Ford

Michael and Mary Foreman

David and Suzanne Garrison (in
honor of Elizabeth Schmidt)

Nick Gerakines

Juliet and Daniel Glaser

Cathy Gordon

Jim and Judy Gottman

Elaine Gounaris and Mark Winwood
Kristi and Tarin Hale

Doug and Ellie Hammer

Don and Sandy Hartman

Thomas Held

Ruth E. Hoecker

Carol J. Holm

Cindy, Leslie, and Daniel Jacobs (in
memory of Judy Porter)

George and Sarah Jelatis
Michael and Sarah Kallile

Philip and Alicia Kallile

Michelle Keating

Rex Kern and Sandra Yocum
Michael and Judith Kreutzer
George and Jane Liston (in memory
of Jon D. Liston)

Mr. and Mrs. Louis R. Lunne
Constance M. Mahle (in memory
of David C. Mahle)

Judy D. McCormick (in memory
of Elizabeth Allen Stavnitski)
Arvin Miller and Susan Blasik-Miller
Scott and Elizabeth Mohr

Joe Moore

The Palmer Family

Frank and Janet Pauer

Judy Payne

Ty Payne (in memory of Toni Payne)
The Perez-Johnson Family

Polly Petricola

Greg and Lorraine Piligian

John and Ashley Powell

Judy and Earl Pritchard

Kathryn Randall

Challon and William Roberts (in
honor of Kara Roberts)

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Rosenzweig
William and Diane Schaff

David and Cheryl Suich

Susan Sundermeyer

Tom and Elma Talbot

Sarah Teske (in honor

of Aden and Asher Vukcevic)
Kary Tosto and Family

Steven and Nadja Turek

Cheryl Turner (in memory

of Kathryn Turner)

Edith Verney

Sarah Losh Vrudny

Joe Waizmann

Jim and Tami Whalen

Kathy, Tom, and Paul Wittberg
Chen Ye

CALDECOTT $50 - $99
Michael Baker

Tim and Lucy Baker
John and Jill Basom
James Baumann

The Beecher Family
Christy Bonazzoli

2020 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS

Michael and Karen Armstrong

Parker and Dr. Valerie Bedsole

Patty and Michael Caruso and Family
The Crowe Family

Danis

Bob Eling and Laura Enzbrenner
Susan Elliott and Merle Wilberding
Jen and Steve Enseleit

David and Juliet Flory

Joe and Leigh Ann Fulford

T -

Wendy Boucuvalas

Ann Carbonell and Bob Gajda
The Cezeaux Family

Mark and Catherine Conrad
Judy Cook

Nanci and Chuck Cooper

Tim and Linda Cosgrove

Dr. Carol Costa

Heidi and Tom Donnelly

Tanja Duester

Donald and Sue Dugan

Mary Anne Eichner (in memory
of Roland F. Eichner)

Michele Finch

Victoria A. Fox

Mr. and Mrs. Marc J. Georgin
Matthew Gordon and Susan
Wawrose (in memory of Ann
Hutchinson Gordon)

Robin Gorog (in memory

of Judith Ann Porter)

Great Stories, LLC

Marlene and Wayne Grove
Gary and Judy Haines

Bruce E. Hall and Mayumi Hall
Kristen and Wes Hamblin

Ann and Stan Herr

Karen Hochwalt

The Honaker Family
Jacqueline Housel and Howard Sizek
Deane Hussong

Jeanne Keffer

James Kester

The Kukura Family

Laurie and David Leach

The Levy Family

Paul J. Logus

Michael and Marie McManus
Gary Mitchner

Dr. Gordon K. Murphy (in memory of
my dear late wife, Maureen Murphy)
Eleanor H. and Raymond L. Must
Susan Myers

Susan and Jaime Pacheco (in memory
of Judith Hecht)

Steve Passaretti

Leanne Plantillas

Richard Quinttus

Diane Redleaf

Robert and Donna Reece
Edward and Sumiko Sarle
Michele K. Schoen

Tom and Ellie Shulman

Roger H. Smith

Tracy and Tim Staley

Melinda and Thomas Tatham
Bruce and Julie Teeters

Lori Vavul-Roediger

Bob and Marcia Weygant
Ruth Widman

Sean Wilkinson

Frank and Debbie Williams

Juliet and Daniel Glaser

Elaine Gounaris and Mark Winwood
James P. and Jean M. Graham

Mark Harman

Carol J. Holm

Randy and Amy Honaker

Ellen and Jeff Ireland
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PATRON $1 - $49
Janeen Anderson

Cathy Beers-Conrad

Jack Bergman

Sharahn Boykin

Elaine Brill

The Chesar Family (in honor
of Mary Crockett)
Matthew Conrad

The Crowder Family

Mr. and Mrs. Alain Dereix
Shelli Difranco and Family
Pamela Dolence

Denis Egan

Cindy Flaherty

Nancy Flinchbaugh
Debbie Goss

Jill Hamilton

The Harpers

Thomas Hinders

Steven Holloman

Audra Jackson

Healy Jackson

Hayward P. Jones

Nancy Jones

Gaylynn Jordan

Peggy Juergens

Delores Klaber

Sarah Koch

Bill LeValley (in memory
of Kent LeValley)
Kathryn Luckett

Shayna McConville

Ruth B. Meadow (in memory
of Brenda J. Whitney)
Joe and Suzanne Mitolo
Susan Mooney

Rosalind and Kevin Murray
Camille Nichols

Bethany Pasley

Brian and Kathryn Polk
Scott E. Pritchard
Cristina Redko

Bob and Nancy Rice (in memory
of John Stahl)

Barbara Richards

Pat Ries

Julia Rogers

Mindy Rosen

William Ross

Jenny Schiavone

Jim and Marty Schmidt
Walter and Karen Schnee
Elisabeth Ann Soifer
Dave and Linda Spears
Mercedes Staigers
Joanne and Roger Stephens
The Swift Family

Sonya Horton Thomas
Mark W. Thompson
Elysse Wagner

Tina Wingate

Kirk and Beverly Johnsen

Sarah and Michael Kallile

The Kawai Family

Josh and Rose Lounsbury

Bear Monita and Barbra Stonerock
The Family of Joanne G. Shank

Lu Ann and Steve Stanley

yp
e -'back Jfor just a little bit.of what.the llbrary
gave to me as a young man."

. David L. Flory, $500,000 Capital Campaign Donor

WRIGHT MEMORIAL
PUBLIC LIBRARY
FOUNDATION

In 2020, generous
donors gave $49,952
to support additional
collections, services,
and programs that the
library could not offer
with tax dollars alone.

The $1.5 million capital
campaign to support
the "Next Chapter"
building renovation
reached 70% of its
goal, and included a
$500,000 gift from
former Oakwood
resident David L. Flory,
who credits the library
with his success as an
investor and attorney.

2020 LIBRARY
FOUNDATION BOARD

Elaine Gounaris, Presipent
Mark Harman, Vice Presipent
Kirk Johnsen, Treasurer
Steve Turek, Secretary
Mike Armstrong

Parker Bedsole

Patty Caruso

Susan Elliott

Juliet Glaser

Sarah Kallile

Julie Teeters

Elysse Wagner

Bruce and Julie Teeters

Nancy and Tom Thickel

Steven and Nadja Turek

Elysse Wagner

Wright Brothers Family Foundation
Wright Memorial Public Library
Foundation



"The library is my happy place. The kids love to come here, doing
their own thing, and they're all learning. It's the best." "Thank you
for hosting the Hall Hunger Initiative. It was enlightening to hear people from
a variety of backgrounds grappling with what these big issues mean for their
lives and what actions they can take in the future to address them."

"Thank you for the online storytime this
morning. It's given my kids great continuity."
"We appreciate that Miss Karen took the time to
do this as it's been hard for my 4-year-old son to
comprehend what’s all going on. Coming from a
familiar face helped ease some of his worries. Thank

you!" "We miss the library! Thank you for continuing to share stories
and programs with the youth." “I was at the library to check out
books. | liked the way they reopened. It felt safe." "We really value

all that you and the rest of the library staff do throughout the year. What a
great benefit that we live in a community with such a vibrant local library."

"Thanks for this great opportunity [storywalk]. This was a great
way to experience something on-site, safely." "We are very
thankful for you and the entire staff in their continued efforts to keep the
library programming going. We are looking forward to inserting them back
into our routine." "My entire family was really confused about
the process of early voting, and your librarians gave us the information we
needed to go vote today. | just wanted you to know that you helped nearly 20
people exercise their right to vote today. Thank you." "I have
been so impressed with how the library has adapted during this time. Grateful
to still have their services." "Thanks so much for putting on these
events and having such patience with the kids. It means the world to us during
this pandemic."




