
LET’S TALK: Mass Shootings 
Definitions  There is no one universally agreed upon definition for “mass shooting”, which is why 

statistics can vary. The FBI defines “Active Shooter Incidents” as “one or more individuals actively 

engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a populated area.” 

Depending on your definition, in 2018 between 85 (FBI) and 337 (Gun Violence Archive) people were 

killed in Mass Shootings.   

Source: FBI/Las Vegas police—BBC August 2019 
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Mass Shooting deaths are a tiny portion of all gun deaths. FBI 

statistics show a total of 10,265 firearm murders in 2018.  Of that number, 85 were caused by active 

shooter incidents. 

CDC 2017 Deaths 
 

All injury deaths  

Number of deaths: 243,039 

Deaths per 100,000 population: 74.6 

 

All poisoning deaths 

Number of deaths: 75,354 

Deaths per 100,000 population: 23.1 

 

Motor vehicle traffic deaths 

Number of deaths: 38,659 

Deaths per 100,000 population: 11.9 

 

All firearm deaths 

Number of deaths: 39,773 

Deaths per 100,000 population: 12.2 

Sources 
 

All Injuries data for U.S. (2017)  — CDC   

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/injury.htm 

 

America’s Gun Culture in Charts — BBC, August 5, 2019 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41488081 

Mass Shootings: Definitions and Trends — Rand Corporation, March 2018  

https://www.rand.org/research/gun-policy/analysis/essays/mass-shootings.html 

 

What is a Mass Shooting? Why we struggle to agree on how many there were this year— Guns & America, 

August 4, 2019 

https://gunsandamerica.org/story/19/08/04/what-is-a-mass-shooting-why-we-struggle-to-agree-on-how-

many-there-were-this-year/   

 

What the data says about gun deaths in the U.S. — Pew Research Center, August 16, 2019 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/08/16/what-the-data-says-about-gun-deaths-in-the-u-s/ 

https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/ 

https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2018/crime-in-the-u.s.-2018/tables/expanded-homicide-data-table-8.xls  

Active Shooter Incidents in the United States in 2018—FBI    https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/active-shooter-

incidents-in-the-us-2018-041019.pdf/view  
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