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Above left: Youth Services Coordinator Jacqui Taylor reads to Oakwood City Schools students during summer school. Above right: Virtual programs for families, adults, and teens 
were a critical part of Wright Library's 2021 programs as COVID continued to surge. 

Above left: Teens connect at the new computer area built with them in mind. Above right: The nonfiction living room on the Main Level creates more room for reading and working. The 
large wooden table was donated to the library and helps extend the historic 1939 feel throughout the newly renovated space.

The Children's Terrace highlights the library's connection to 
neighboring Katharine Wright Park, bringing views of the 
park inside the library and creating a new library space for 
outdoor play and programs.

The library's lower level has been transformed from a 
windowless basement to a vibrant children's area with fun 
and durable seating, a computer area, book stacks, 
kid-friendly storytime corner, and more. 
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Above left: Community members gathered for a garden tour to learn about native plants and connect with other nature lovers at this program inspired by Wright Library's community 
read of the book "Nature's Best Hope." Above right: In December, staff distributed 1,728 COVID home test kits in just four hours.

It would be simple to say that 2021 was a year of construction and 
the coronavirus pandemic. But it was also a year of great progress 
and perseverance. 

In January 2021, Wright Library embarked on its most significant 
renovation project since the 1980s. For twelve months, construction 
crews transformed tired library spaces and aging infrastructure into 
a modernized, efficient, accessible, and vibrant community space, 
while taking care to blend the building’s historical character with new 
furnishings and finishes. The result is a fully-accessible 21st century 
library, including: a large, light-filled children and teens area;          
a re-opened Park Entrance and vestibule with a Holds Pickup 
Locker and extended hours; two new meeting rooms with integrated 
technology; an open floor plan on the Main Level with study and 
reading spaces among the book collections; and much more. The 
$5 million project was completed on time and under budget, with 
support from both taxpayers and private donors. 

Wright Library’s staff continued serving the community throughout 
construction and the ever-present pandemic. In fact, Wright Library 
was the first library in Montgomery County to volunteer to distribute 
at-home COVID-19 test kits from the Ohio Department of Health, 
distributing more than 19,000 test kits in 2021. That and other stories 
of impact in this report illustrate the power of a strong library—and 
of a strong community. 

We thank you for your ongoing support that allowed us to persevere 
and make progress through the challenges of 2021. This is your 
library, and I am thrilled to invite you into its next chapter. 



 

 “I participate in the summer reading club because 
it reminds me of the whole summer freedom feeling 
I had as a youngster. While now I balance work and 

family with summer activities, the reading club is 
a lovely reminder to take a break and enjoy."

On Saturday, June 5, Dream Maker Farms visited Wright Library for a petting zoo on the north 
lawn. More than 250 patrons eagerly filled the library lawn. Not only was this the first weekend of the 
2021 Summer Reading Club, it was the first in-person special event for families since March 2020! 

More than 800 children participated in the Summer Reading 
Program in 2021. Research shows students who read over the 
summer return to school more prepared to learn. This summer, 
16 students also engaged in a library-sponsored writing contest, 
fueling their imaginations and creativity. 

Adults also found engaging options at Wright Library over the 
summer, earning prizes for reading and for trying out Wright 
Library's new Dayton Literary Trail. The trail is Wright Library's 
self-guided local history tour, celebrating 15 talented writers 
who once called the Miami Valley home. Find the trail map and 
author bios at wrightlibrary.org/daytonliterarytrail. 

Speaking of authors, The Wright Library Poets celebrated its 
10th anniversary in 2021. This creative group is open to all and 
meets regularly to share writing and encouragement.

Inde
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2021 A PLACE TO CONNECT

With a grant from the American 
Library Association, Wright 
Library connected hundreds of 
residents to the vital importance 
of native plants through a 
community read of the book 
“Nature’s Best Hope” and virtual 
visit from its author, Douglas 
Tallamy. Wright Library’s 
conversations and related 
programs empowered people 
to make changes in their own 
yards and connected them to 
local resources that could help. 
Library staff brought together 
experts from all over the region 
and inspired the development of 
a new local biodiversity group to 
continue educating people about 
this important issue.

The "Nature's Best Hope" Community Read ignited community interest in native plants. During the 
summer, the library offered follow up events, including a native plant tour and plant social where 
local residents shared information and connected with local experts.

Since 2016, The Next Chapter Book Club 
at Wright Library has provided adults with 
developmental and intellectual disabilities a 
special place to connect, read, and have fun. The 
group has met more than 200 times in person 
and virtually, reading 18 books and numerous 
short stories and plays. The club celebrated its 
fifth anniversary with a virtual dance party. The 
program’s founder at Ohio State, Dr. Tom Fish, 
sent along a special gift: a red nose to remind 
participants to stay happy during difficult times.

“I thoroughly enjoyed Doug’s presentation; it was a 
free college class with a very interesting professor.”

FUELING LEARNING DURING SUMMER

EMPOWERING PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY
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RENOVATION 
WRIGHT LIBRARY TRANSFORMS FOR THE FUTURE

Left: A living room style 
sitting area is furnished 
with historically-sensitive 
chairs and tables. 

Right: David Flory 
donated $500,000 to 
Wright Library, the first 
private gift in a $1.5 
million Capital Campaign 
for the Next Chapter 
project. Flory grew up 
in Oakwood and credits 
Wright Library with his 
love of reading and early 
knowledge of investing. 
The new area for children 
and teens is now known 
as The David and Juliet 
Flory Learning Commons 
in his honor. 

Beginning in January, Wright Library embarked on its most significant renovation since 
the 1980s. 

Funded with $3.8 million in tax dollars and $1.5 million in private gifts, the Next 
Chapter renovation project addressed critical aging infrastructure while also 
modernizing and updating spaces throughout the building. Wright Library is now more 
accessible, energy efficient, and usable for the community than ever before. 

STRONG STEWARDSHIP, FINANCIAL FUTURE
With project partners from DANIS Construction and LWC Inc. architects, the library was 
able to complete the work on time and under budget. 

The David and Juliet Flory Learning Commons in the newly renovated Park Level 
includes a large, sunny children’s area with stacks of books; comfortable seating 
options; toys, puzzles, and puppets for active play; a Storytime Corner; and a 
Children’s Terrace perfect for outdoor exploration and learning. French doors to the 
Terrace as well as three backlit stained glass windows flood the space with light. 

The Learning Commons also features a larger space for teens to hang out, read, 
work, and socialize. Through a mix of booths, tables, and comfortable seating, the 
new teen area creates opportunities for high schoolers to hang out or work, on their 
own or in groups. The area also includes teen computers, young adult books and 
magazines, and the game collection.



STEPPING UP
DURING
COVID
In 2021, Wright Library was the first library in Montgomery 
County to answer the call from The Ohio Department of 
Health to distribute rapid at-home COVID tests. From March 
to December, Wright Library distributed more than 19,000 
test kits to grateful citizens. State officials praised libraries 
for assistance in the public health effort. "Our partnerships 
with libraries to make the at-home rapid tests accessible and 
convenient are a real breakthrough in our ability to get as 
many Ohioans tested as possible," remarked Ohio Department 
of Health Director Bruce Vanderhoff.

During warm weather, families met on the library lawn 
for storytime, complete with songs, stories, and play 
led by librarians. After being virtual for many months, 
returning for in-person, outdoor storytime was a joyful 
experience for kids, caregivers, and Wright Library 
staff. 

19,347 TESTS DISTRIBUTED

Staying safe and connected: students from Oakwood 
City Schools visited the library lawn for a field 
trip, carrying on a long tradition of partnership in 
education between the library and the school district.

LENDING A HAND: A STORY FROM A LIBRARIAN:

“I helped a patron make a COVID vaccine appointment. This 
gentleman was very unsure about using a computer at all, let 
alone navigating the state’s Get The Shot website. I walked him 
through the process, from signing in to the computer to accessing 
the website, to choosing a location. When we filled out the 
interactive form to book the appointment, it required an email 
address, which the patron did not have. I put in a made-up 
email address, and the form accepted it (otherwise he would 
have been unable to book the appointment). The confirmation 
code was sent to his cell phone as a text message, which I then 
entered for him. (He did not know how to retrieve the text 
message on his phone, so I did this for him.) He is now scheduled 
for tomorrow afternoon! I printed the confirmation page for him, 
and he was very grateful for the help.”

The library offered both virtual, outdoor, and in-person programs 
in 2021. Attendees said the options gave them a much-needed 
outlet for connection, recreation, and enrichment as the pandemic 
continued in its second year. 

PROGRAM OPTIONS TO STAY SAFE, CONNECTED

“Where I grew up, libraries 
were nothing like this one. I 

bring my parents here and they 
are amazed. The library is our 

favorite part of Oakwood.”

Funded by the Wright Library Foundation, a new Holds Pickup Locker in the Park Level vestibule, open from 6 a.m. to midnight, makes picking up items easier than ever.

DIGITAL BORROWING
Wrightlibrary.org offers 24/7 access 
to a wide variety of items available 
to stream or download, including 
books, audiobooks, video books, 
movies, comic books, magazines, 
music, and TV shows.

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS
Wall Street Journal, LinkedIn 
Learning, Dayton Daily News, 
New York Times, Ancestry, Fold 3, 
and Consumer Reports Online are 
just a few of the popular digital 
subscriptions patrons accessed at 
wrightlibrary.org/research in 2021.

CONVENIENT SERVICES
• Holds Pickup Locker, open           

6AM-Midnight
• Curbside Delivery via the library’s 

mobile app
• Passport Services
• Notary Services
• Print/Copy/Fax/Scan
• Mobile Printing 
• Community Meeting Rooms

At Wright Library, you’ll find a world of opportunity: from music, movies, and books 
to maker tools and meeting rooms. Stay current and engaged at the library, at 
home, and on-the-go with your library card.

YOUR WRIGHT LIBRARY CARD IS A PASSPORT TO MORE THAN JUST BOOKS 

Scan to explore these
resources and more.

ONE CARD—UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES



CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN 
DONORS

2021 ANNUAL 
CAMPAIGN 
DONORS

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

DONOR POWERED
THE WRIGHT MEMORIAL PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION

Jen and Steve Enseleit
The Enterprise Roofing and Sheet 
Metal Company

Laura Enzbrenner and Bob Eling
David and Juliet Flory
Virginia Foell (in memory of 
David Foell)

Brenda Ford
Joe and Leigh Ann Fulford
Bob and Ann Gajda
Juliet and Daniel Glaser
Elaine Gounaris and Mark 
Winwood

James P. and Jean M. Graham
Richard Grigsby
Elizabeth Hamilton

Anonymous (in memory of Mike 
Toohey) 

Michael and Karen Armstrong
Parker and Dr. Valerie Bedsole
Kay Berg
Ann and Jack Bergman
Bill and Jackie Lockwood Family 
Foundation

George and Pat Bohlen
Pamela and Keith Browning

Marlene and Richard Carlile
Patty and Michael Caruso and 
Family

Carol D. Collins (in memory 
and honor of Dr. S. Darrell 
Apt)

Kevin and Dante Connell (in 
honor of Diane Bengson)

Thomas K. Corwin
The Crowe Family
Robert and Donna Miles Curry
DANIS
Frederick L. Dudding and Kay 
A. Davis-Dudding

Susan Elliott and Merle 
Wilberding (for the boys)

Mark D. Harman
Susan Harris and Ken Seidl
Mr. and Mrs. K. Hemmelgarn
Carol J. Holm
Randy and Amy Honaker
Milly Hubler (in memory of John 
Hubler, Library Trustee)

Mary K. Hurst (in memory of 
Charles R. Hurst)

Ellen and Jeff Ireland
Jack W. and Sally D. 
Eichelberger Foundation of The 
Dayton Foundation 

Healy Jackson (in memory of 
Vernon and John Hicks)

Kirk and Beverly Johnsen
Hayward P. Jones
Michael and Sarah Kallile
The Kawai Family
Michael and Judith Kreutzer
George and Jane Liston (in 
memory of Jon D. Liston)

Josh and Rose Lounsbury
Mr. and Mrs. Louis R. Lunne
LWC, Inc. 

Laureate $1000 & Above
Michael and Karen Armstrong	
Thomas K. Corwin	
Jen and Steve Enseleit
Keith N. Browning Family 
Foundation	

Jim and Jan Runkle	
Gloria R. Smith	
Juanita L. Wehrle-Einhorn (In honor 
and memory of Robert Wehrle-
Einhorn)

Nobel $500 - $999
Suzanne Braley	
Dr. Bob Brandt, Jr.	
India and John Clarke	
Sonia and Rick Davila	
Susan Elliott and Merle 
Wilberding	

Dr. Julie Gilkeson	
Mark D. Harman	

Madeline Iseli and Robb 
Drumheller (In honor of 
George and Jane Liston)

Burnell Roberts (In memory of 
Karen R. Roberts from Burnell 
Roberts, the Roberts children 
and their families)

Edward L. Shank	
Lu Ann and Steve Stanley	
Kathy Webb and Steve 
Zabarnick	

Pulitzer $250 - $499
Anonymous (In honor of
 library staff) 
Cheri Adams	
The Benton Family	
Eva Clair	
Mark and Melissa Conrad	
The Ebeling Family (In memory 
of Harry G. and Martha B. 
Ebeling)

Laura Enzbrenner and Bob 
Eling 	

Joe and Leigh Ann Fulford
Elaine Gounaris and Mark 
Winwood

A $1.5 million capital campaign transformed the library’s renovation plans 
from good to great. We thank these generous donors for their investment in 
Wright Memorial Public Library’s future.

ANNUAL SUPPORT

Thanks to the support of generous donors, the Wright Memorial Public Library 
Foundation supported several library initiatives in 2021, including the Holds 
Pickup Locker, live falconry demonstration, and theater performances by     
The Children's Theatre of Cincinnati. 

This one-woman performance of Jacqueline and the Bean Stalk dazzled 
audiences outside Wright Library, creating a COVID-safe live theater 
experience for families. 

The Foundation also funded the Write@Wright writers' workshop series 
lead by professional writers and teachers.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. 
Greenwald

The Gwin Family	
Heritage Architectural 
Associates	

Ellen and Jeff Ireland	
Christopher, Alison and Anneliese 
Jones	

George and Evie Evers Kling (In 
honor of Whitney Kling and her 
four children)

The Koschnick Family	
Josh and Rose Lounsbury	
Jesse A. and Lucy C. Perez	
Bruce and Julie Teeters	
Sarah Losh Vrudny (In loving 
memory of Matthew Vrudny)

Cedric M. Warren	
The Wells Foundation	

Newbery $100 - $249
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Almoney	
Martha Amongero	
Bruce and Karen Anderson	
Nancy Bain	
Amy Barr	
Tim Benford	
Ed and Amy Boyle	
Evan Brooks and Kyra Wasson	
Alisa Busche	
Pam and Pat Carroll	
Patty and Michael Caruso and 
Family

Matthew and Tara Cavo	
Michael and Mary Crockett	
The Crowe Family	
Robert and Donna Curry	
Jill and Sam Davis	
Anita and Harry Delaney	
Debbie DiLorenzo	
Nancy Drozd (In memory of Don 
Drozd)

Frederick L. Dudding and Kay A. 
Davis-Dudding	

The Ferrara Family	
James A. Fisher	
Nick Gerakines	
Juliet and Daniel Glaser	
Harriet Gounaris	

Constance M. Mahle
Will and Susie Mansfield
Michael and Marie McManus
The Mhaskar Family
Gary Mitchner
Bear Monita and Barbra 
Stonerock

Joe Moore
Carolyn Mowry (in memory of 
William H. Mowry, Jr.)

Susan Myers
Nancy Nash
Bob and Jean Neumeister
Stefan and Sharon Neumeister
Oakwood Rotary Foundation
Barbara N. O’Hara
Gary Pacernick and Peggy 
Weller

Susan and Jaime Pacheco
Ty Payne (in honor of Margy 
Stevens)

Jack and Linda Pearson
Jesse A. and Lucy C. Perez
Joe and Anne Pici
Rich and Carol Pohl

Kristi and Tarin Hale (In 
memory of Vernon O. Hicks)

Doug and Ellie Hammer	
Thomas Held	
Randy and Amy Honaker	
Kjirsten Hoppe (In honor of 
Steven Turek)

Martha D. Jacoby	
Michael and Sarah Kallile	
Michelle Keating	
George and Jane Liston (In 
memory of Jon Liston)

Don and Kathy Meyer	
Joe Moore	
Michael Nelson	
Judy Payne	
Joe and Anne Pici	
Greg and Lorraine Piligian	
Judy Pritchard	
Donna Rosenbaum	
Beth and Alan Schaeffer	
Colleen Smith	
Roger H. Smith	
Wilma Somers (In honor of 
Steven Somers)

Mr. and Mrs. Don Szumnarski	
Steven and Nadja Turek	
Cheryl Turner	
The Waizmann Family (In 
memory of George and 
Roberta Waizmann)

Sean Wilkinson	

Caldecott $50 - $99
Diane and John Bengson	
The Boykin Family	
James and Krista Caley	
Kate and Dave Chesar (In 
memory of Marge and Russ 
Meinke)

Tim and Linda Cosgrove (In 
memory of Joan Penrod)

Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Davies	
Beatrice C. Davis (In memory 
of Nicholas Davis)

Anne Dobmeyer and Todd 
Uhlman	

Heidi and Tom Donnelly	
Mary Anne Eichner	

Michele Finch	
Cindy Flaherty	
Bob Gajda and Ann Carbonell	
Deborah Griffin	
Bob Guehl and Karen Bartley	
Judith Heller 	
Jeanne Holihan	
Kathleen L. Huizenga	
Tom and Healy Jackson (In 
memory of Mary Jo Scalzo)

Nancy Jones	
Gaylynn Jordan	
Alexander Kudera (In memory 
of Joseph Robert Kudera)

Angela Lander	
Laurie and David Leach	
Bill LeValley (In memory of Kent 
LeValley)

Paul J. Logus	
Sally Luken	
Brent and Lori Mackintosh	
Shayna McConville	
The McCurdy Family	
Marilyn and Gary Mitchner	
Scott and Elizabeth Mohr (In 
honor of Jacqui Taylor)

Angela Munera	
Dr. Gordon K. Murphy (In 
memory of Maureen Murphy)

Eleanor H. and Raymond L. 
Must	

Rita Parise	
Steve Passaretti	
Kenneth P. Pohl and Mary Angela 
Mulligan	

Jane Rininger (In memory of 
Margaret Rininger)

Mindy Rosen	
Edward and Sumiko Sarle	
Lisa Schmidtke	
The Shibata Family	
Tom and Ellie Shulman	
Sister City Association of 
Oakwood (In memory of 
Ronald Versic)

Gretel Smith	
Andy Smoot	
Tracy Staley (In memory of 
Carlene Shackleford)

Mark Thompson	
Tom Vanderhorst	
Bob and Marcia Weygant	
Vija Wurstner (In memory of 
Alan Wurstner)

Patron $1 - $49
David Aebker	
David Avdakov	
Joyce Barrett	
Matthew Benjamin and Heather 
Jackson (In memory of Jane 
Liebeth)

Betty Darst	
Pamela Dolence	
Kathryn Drinkhouse	
Aimee Eninger	
Doug and Judy Frizzi	
Stanley J. Glasky	
Debbie Goss	
Mr. and Mrs. James Hampshire 
(In memory of Dale Skipton)

The Harper Family	
Peggy Juergens	
Katy Keenan	
Lisa Kline
Fred and Paula Kraus	
Kathryn Luckett	
Donald J. Lyles	
Jane R. Mott 
Hinders O’Keefe	
Elaine Paris	
Hope Paxson		
Mark Reid	
Nathan Rogers	
Grace Sagan-Cooksey	
Jim and Marty Schmidt
Selena Singletary	
Greg Smith	
Hadley Smith	
Elisabeth Ann Soifer (In memory 
of Margaret Hilsabeck)

Susan J. Stephens	
David M. Taylor	
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Thompson 
(In memory of Mary Louise 
Randall)

Brian Walter	
Tina Wingate	
The Zelik Family	

Dr. Ronald B. Pohlman and   
Judge Margaret M. Quinn

Judy Pritchard (in honor of  
Kristi Hale)

Scott E. Pritchard (in memory   
of Earl F. Pritchard)

Don Prizler (in memory of  
Ellene Haer-Prizler)

Ted and Patty Reymann
Pat Ries
William and Challon Roberts
Michael R. Roediger
William J. Roess (in memory    
of Rebecca H. Roess)

Jim and Jan Runkle
William and Diane Schaff
Chris Schairbaum and Amy 
Askins

Jill and David Schalm
Jan and Steve Scheid
The Shank family (in memory   
of Joanne G. Shank)

Charles and Ann Simms
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Souders
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Spina

The Spitzmiller Family
Lu Ann and Steve Stanley
Sara and Philip Swift
Tom and Elma Talbot
Bruce and Julie Teeters
Nancy and Tom Thickel
Joey Thiele
Judy and Tom Thompson
Dan and Leigh Turben
Jim and Ellen Vaughn
Lori Vavul-Roediger
Edith Verney
Elysse Wagner
Kathy Webb and Steve 
Zabarnick 

Garlan Neil Webster (in 
memory of Antoinette Walder)

Jim and Tami Whalen
Sean Wilkinson
Kathy, Tom, and Paul Wittberg
Wright Brothers Family 
Foundation

Wright Memorial Public Library 
Foundation

Alice K. Young

2021 
FOUNDATION 
BOARD
Elaine Gounaris,
   President
Mark Harman,
   Vice President 
Steve Turek, 
   Secretary/ Treasure
Mike Armstrong
Patty Caruso
Juliet Glaser
Sarah Kallile
Julie Teeters



Get a card, explore books, stream video 
and music, use mobile printing, and more 
on the Wright Library Mobile App. 
Scan and download the app  today!

The new Eichelberger Park Entrance is more easily accessible from Telford and Aberdeen avenues, with additional ADA and family parking and evenly graded 
walkways. The entrance features a vestibule, now open from 6 a.m. to midnight, with a Holds Pickup Locker and interior book drop. Above the vestibule is the 
new Joanne G. Shank Conference Room, ideal for small group meetings. 

1776 Far Hills Avenue, Oakwood OH 45419

WELCOME TO YOUR LIBRARY


